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In December 1922, T. S. Eliot published ‘The Waste 
Land’ in book form for the first time. This poem 
spoke for a generation about the dissolution of an 
old order with its old certainties, which had come to 
an end on the battlefields of the first world war. The 
poem’s kaleidoscope of voices all seem to pose the 
same question: what will succeed the old, the ‘unreal 
city’? Will its passing turn out to leave nothing but 
rubble, where nothing can take root? Even the bibli-
cal Son of Man is at a loss: he only knows ‘a heap of 
broken images’.

Although it is generally seen as pessimistic, in tune 
with the mood of its times, the poem contains hints of 
a new experience: Eliot draws on Ernest Shackleton’s 
famous description of the stranger whose shadow he 
saw on the snow in front of him and his men, as they 
struggled in desperate circumstances to complete 
their Antarctic expedition. The very extremity of the 
circumstances creates the setting for a new kind of 
encounter. Years later, in his poem ‘Little Gidding’, 
Eliot returns to the experience of an unknown 
stranger. Now, the poet can do more than merely ask 



who this might be. He speaks to the stranger, discov-
ering as he does so that this encounter is different to 
any other he has known: he realises that the one who 
seems to be there quite independently of him, needs 
his recognition if he is to become manifest.

The Christian Community was founded in the 
world of ‘The Waste Land’, in anticipation of the ex-
perience of the coming one. Its founders shared with 
Eliot the perception that the old world had come to 
an end. They experienced at the founding of the new 
church that a new connection to Christ was possible, 
in part because the old one had been shattered. Such 
a world-historic moment is not over in a matter of 
years or decades. Much that has sustained humanity 
over centuries lies in pieces. Our challenge after 100 
years is still to create places within the tumult of the 
world where we can cultivate the new experience of 
Christ, the familiar stranger.

Tom Ravetz
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Once, the bright star of the night sky was our compass. To be caught 
out at sea in a storm, the starlight obscured by clouds, meant losing our 
way. Our direction was guided by the mercy of sky and sea. 

Today we are seafarers of a different kind; the sea is within. Our soul 
is the vessel, and its course is still guided by a star—the star of destiny. 

Now, our inner storms are the forces that threaten to obscure our 
way; for when the guiding light of our deeper purpose is lost amid the 
clouds of crisis and doubt, and the weight of our burdens tosses us this 
way and that, we must, for a time, endure the darkening of our world. 

But hope is sparked in the most unlikely places. For sometimes, what 
causes us to lose our way is the very thing that helps us truly to find it anew. 

Did Mary herself not stand, secluded in the folds of her mantle, deep 
in contemplation, in the midst of a world grown dark? 

In her world, as in ours, the disquiet of an uncertain future moved 
beneath the surface until, through that very surface, the spiritual world 
broke through with a message of destiny. The power of this message 
streams to us still as a guiding light, caught in fragments until we 
grasp it, conceive it anew; our highest destiny, like hers, is to become 
bearers of something that in itself will become the ground of humanity 
renewed; the source out of which all love flows. 

Still she is there, though now she has made a journey, from her place 
as the star of heaven, to the inner folds of our heart. In many icons she 
shows us this secret, with the star inscribed on both forehead and heart. 
From head to heart, from heaven to earth. Here, in us, she is still listening, 
conceiving the birth of a higher star, the brightest star, the star-sun—in 
us. It grows in us, and its light breaks through the storm 
of our soul. 

The festival of Advent begins in such a mood: the 
ship is about to set sail in the storm of our world. 

But the compass lies in our heart, directing us 
through the storm as bearers of something great, guid-
ing our way, illuminating the waves of our becoming. 

Advent 
Ioanna Panagiotopoulos 
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It is both a blessing and a curse to feel everything so very deeply. 
David Jones

During the first world war the twenty-year-old fledgling artist David 
Jones came across a group of soldiers gathered in the doorway of a barn. 
It was dusk and he could see them reverently gathered in candlelight 
receiving the sacrament. The reality of the event so moved him that at 
the end of the war he became involved with a group of artists and mak-
ers living in the village of Ditchling under the leadership of the sculptor 
Eric Gill. It was their intention to live a religious life inspired by the 
work of Thomas Aquinus. There he added engraving and woodcutting 
to his visual language as well as working as a painter and calligrapher.

He believed that an artist was a bridge from the old abandoned folk 
memory of the past to modern times. For him this folk memory encom-
passed Arthurian, Welsh, Roman and Greek mythology. While serving 
on the front he refused promotion because he so loved and identified 
with his fellow tommies. He felt the common soldiers on both sides 
of the conflict were the instruments of powers beyond their control. 
They were anonymous and unknown. Men like them had sailed to Troy, 
fought at Philippi and Agincourt, were desert rats. He saw them as part 
of a brave and suffering lineage that went back three thousand years.

He was to write a poem about this experience called ‘In Parenthesis’. 
The frontispiece of the book is an image of the 
soldier. He stands with hands outstretched as 
if crucified. His helmet has slipped so that the 
strap suggests a halo. His uniform appears to be a 
painful burden he must don to meet his fate. The 

David    Jones
Deborah Ravetz

The first of a series of articles about artists and their relationship to Christ.

Opposite page: In Parenthesis David Jones
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tailpiece of the poem is the image of a sheep caught in barbed wire and 
pierced through with a spear. Both images are set in a war-torn landscape 
of destroyed trees that are black and burned and reminiscent of the cross.

Jones was to suffer two nervous breakdowns in his lifetime. He said this 
was not only a result of his wartime memories but also as a result of his 
struggle to make contemporary work in the face of the modern techno-
logical age. ‘In Parenthesis’ is the incomparable fruit of that struggle. The 
poem was to be lauded by every poet of significance of his time. Those 
who praised it and had been in the war said of it that it had described 
exactly what it had been like to be there. At the same time they said it 
was not limited to time and place but that it lifted the experience up to 
every time and every place. Auden said he had done for Germany and 
Britain what Homer had done for the Greeks and Trojans.

David Jones described the human being as the only living creature 
who takes the things of the earth and turns them into a signum, a sign. 
He describes how, for example, we take roses and make garlands that 
become offerings. He said the animals cannot do this, not even the 
angels can do it. For this reason he loved the embodied world because 
it is only man who is able to turn everything, whether trivial, sacred or 
profane into a signum or sacrament.

In the early 1950s Jones began a series of still lives made before a door 
or an open window. Using this seemingly conventional subject he takes 
us on a journey to a deeper reality. He makes his own signs and sacra-
ments. The paintings intentionally live between two worlds, both literally 
and imaginatively. Often the open window and its filmy curtains appear 
to be blowing as if Jones is experiencing the presence of the Holy Spirit.

In the image called ‘Flora in Calix Light’, three chalice-like vases are 
placed on a table in front of the window of David Jones’ room. The 
larger middle chalice is filled with water and holds flowers and briars. 
The table suggests an altar and is scattered with petals as if in remem-
brance. The three containers placed as they are suggest the trinity, and 
the water in the chalice the water of life. To the left of this image the 
wooden frame of the window suggests the form of the cross. In the 
distance on the far right corner of the image is a tree suggesting the tree 
of life. Accompanying the everyday world there is always the longing 
for another reality which gives life meaning.

Perspectives6



David Jones experienced both of the great wars of his time. He even 
lived in London during the blitz. He appears to be a frail person. Still 
he had great strength of soul, asking himself in words and images how 
could he understand what happened, how could he face and work with 
these painful and important events and the memories they evoked.

When a person asks themselves the important questions their life 
has thrown up, when they bear those questions and turn the fruits of 
that process into art or some kind of insight, the personal becomes 
universal. They become a human being who offers their life to the world 
so that they find themselves saying, ‘I am not alone’.

The author’s more in-depth lecture about David Jones can be viewed on 
Youtube: https://youtu.be/FIAjQMBCMT4

Flora in Calix Light, David Jones
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The Scapegoat, David Jones
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I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up 
and his train filled the temple. Above him stood the Ser-
aphim, each had six wings, with two he covered his face 
and with two he covered his feet and with two he flew. 
And one called to another and said ‘Holy Holy is the 
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory’ and the 
foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him 
who called, and the house was filled with smoke, and said 
‘Woe is me for I (Isaiah ) am lost, for I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips, for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then flew one of the Seraphim to me, having in his 
hand a burning coal which he had taken with tongs from 
the altar. And touched my mouth and said ‘Behold, this 
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 
sin forgiven’. And I heard the voice of the Lord saying 
‘Who shall I send and who will go for us?’ Then I said 
‘Here am I! Send me.’ ‘And he said ‘Go and say this…’

Isaiah 6:1–9

One of the many lessons of this text is that revelations of this kind 
are reserved for those who will fulfil a specific purpose that has been 
laid out by the spiritual world. In the case of 
Isaiah, this purpose was that he would become 
God’s prophet, who would lead his people to 
righteousness.

Since the deed of Golgotha, our connection to 
God has radically changed. Christ came to be: 

The working of the angelic 
powers in our conscience

Douglas Thackray

Douglas Thackray 
is a priest emeritus 

of The Christian 
Community  

living in Cornwall.
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‘The way, the truth and the life,’ for the whole of humanity. ‘No one 
comes to the Father except through me,’ he said at the Last Supper. 
He offers the bread and wine, which he offered to his disciples as 
his sacred body and blood, as the pathway to God. This communion 
then becomes the basis of faith and a source of revelation for those 
who seek Christ. Christ, who is the truth, reflects to us what we need 
to know about ourselves.

Isaiah’s account of his vision in heaven recounts how he is troubled 
by his conscience when he says: ‘I am a man of unclean lips.’ This 
experience of our unworthiness echoes on in the opening words of 
the Offering, spoken by an ‘unworthy creature’ who acknowledges 
three consequences of our sinful state: that we stray from God, that 
we deny him and that we are weak. 

Returning to Isaiah, his confession invites the divine intervention 
of the Seraph, who retorts ‘Behold the live coal has touched your 
lips and your sins are cleansed!’ In the Communion, we pray that 
the healing spirit grant continued life to the spirits of human beings 
by healing the sickness of sin. Isaiah’s senses are renewed by being 
purified, and he can now hear God speaking: ‘Who will go for us?’ 
He replies boldly: ‘Here I am, send me.’ So he is sent to become a 
prophet to his people and to lead them to God. This experience of 
being sent out to proclaim the word echoes on at Easter time in the 
words spoken directly to the congregation. Their newly-awakened 
word is to go into the world, proclaiming Christ as ‘the meaning of 
the Earth’. A transformation has taken place: from treading the path 
offered by Christ, we are now called to be free agents of his grace. 

Rudolf Steiner’s reflections on freedom show how conscience can 
now become something more than merely the reaction to sin, or the 
memory of a moral code that we have learned. ‘An action is felt to 
be free in so much as the reasons for it spring from the ideal part of 
my individual being.’ (The Philosophy of Spiritual Activity, Chapter 
IX, ‘The Idea of Freedom’). Of course, we will not neglect to study 
the moral codes of humanity, and to learn from them. However, the 
truly free deed is the one where we act out of love, reacting to the 
unique set of circumstances in which we find ourselves. For Steiner, 
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our conscience then becomes the voice of our intuitive moral sense 
of freedom.

The quality of conscience as an organ of perception for our inner 
world, was given when Christ became our reference point as our: 
Way, Truth and Life. Christ’s deed on Golgotha is the ‘free deed’ 
which has liberated the heart of each person who has been healed 
from the sickness of sin. When Christ says, ‘The truth will make you 
free,’ he is speaking of our conscience, which can reveal the truth 
about which path to take, about what has to change, or what needs 
or does not need to be done. True freedom can only arise out of 
conscience, a conscience that has been cleansed through our self 
awareness. 

This self awareness leads to the acceptance of who we are in our 
wholeness, including our defects and blemishes. Only such accept-
ance can bring about inner peace. This in turn can give rise to a 
sense of trust and gratitude to the spiritual world which accepts us 
for who we are. We may feel ever more strongly that we are under 
the protection of our healer, the Good Shepherd. However often 
we may have strayed, as long as we look to him, he will always be 
our guide on the way, as we seek to live truthfully with tenderness 
and courage.

In the inserted prayer that we hear on Christmas Day and for 
the Holy Nights, we are invited to join in the song of the spiritual 
hierarchies, the song of sacrifice that sounds from their ranks, from 
the Angels all the way to the Cherubim and Seraphim. This song 
proclaims that the source of all true healing is in God. We are re-
minded that this is the same choir that appeared in the heavens to 
the lowly shepherds who were watching their flocks on Christmas 
eve. They, the pure in heart, were the representatives of humanity’s 
higher being. They were chosen to visit the holy child. The shepherds 
entered the lowly stable and beheld the Christ child; we approach 
him through the doorway of the Act of Consecration of Man at 
Christmas time. Our free deed of devotion may bring grace: we 
grow aware of his presence, and of the mystery that tells us of His 
love and how it can make us free. 
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The Artist, David Jones
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In a previous article I tried to show how the ritual word can become 
an effective image, an active being, which draws on the attention and 
activity of all those who celebrate the service together. This task is not 
exclusive to the church: it is to become the responsibility of everyone, 
so that the blessing that we can experience in our worship may flow out 
ever more strongly into life, into the world. We are called to become 
active in a religious way in our everyday life, by cultivating our aware-
ness of the presence of the spiritual, growing wakefulness, attention and 
receptivity. It is not enough merely to know about the spirit, we need 
to awaken to its presence in order to feel it and to receive its aims. The 
heavens want to enliven us, fulfilling our humanity and overflowing 
through us into life—into the world.

The sacraments of The Christian Community express this in a con-
crete way. However, each time we celebrate, it is left open whether 
the congregation will allow what they have experienced to become an 
impulse that transforms their daily life. This comes to expression in 
the last words spoken in the Sacrament of Ordination to the one being 
ordained. They are told that Christ will accompany them ‘wherever 
you go’. They are then instructed: ‘Always feel his presence; do nothing 
without this feeling!’. 

The most important mystery of Christ, the mystery which is his 
open secret, is his presence. What we know from the translations of 
the New Testament as his return or second coming, is a translation 
of the Greek word parousia, which in fact means presence. He who 
is always there, always present, is experienced as the 
One who is approaching us. In this approaching we can 
also feel his presence. Feeling him, we breathe with his 
being—and this applies wherever we are. We express 
this when we say You to him, which always means: 
You—here and now.

Rudolf Steiner says succinctly of this situation: 

Sensing Christ’s presence
Georg Dreissig

Georg Dreissig 
is a priest 

emeritus of 
The Christian 

Community 
living in Berlin.
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Christ has descended from supersensible realms into the 
realm of earth and has been participating in the process 
of earth development since the Mystery of Golgotha … One 
does not need to find him through any institution, which 
can only be the mediator, one must find him through what 
happens within oneself as a result of what the institution 
makes possible. Since the Mystery of Golgotha, he can be 
found at any time, in any place, and a church can only be 
the mediator.

Not only the candidate for ordination, but all those who attend a service 
are called to feel the presence of Christ, not only in front of the altar, 
but wherever they may go—at any time, in any place. This awareness 
of his presence gives us a yardstick for assessing whether our conduct 
is worthy of him. The divine world longs and hopes to become present 
through us. Rudolf Steiner points to this fundamental truth with the 
words, ‘that on an earth on which the human being is to be present, the 
divine is also really present through the human being’. The appearance 
of the divine in the human being and through the human being on earth 
is the purpose of being human, which only we ourselves can fulfil by 
allowing ourselves to be permeated by divine being.

The role of the congregation in the process of ordination
With regard to the ordination of Priests, this more general, fundamental 
point can now be supplemented by a very concrete one. We are not 
asked simply to copy what the Church has done up to now: we are 
called upon to bring something radically new into our concelebration 
of the sacraments.

At the end of the ordination, after the final words which are spoken to 
the candidates, the celebrant turns to the congregation who have gath-
ered for the ordination. Now it becomes clear what a decisive difference 
their presence makes for the process of ordination. The one who has been 
recognised as a priest by the spiritual world must also be recognised as 
a priest by the congregation, if they are to unfold their priesthood. Rec-
ognition by the spiritual world is a part of what ordains someone to the 
priesthood; recognition by the congregation is equally essential. 

Perspectives14



The final words of the ordination make clear that this recognition 
needs to be supplemented by our following helpfully the deeds of the 
newly ordained priest, if their work is to be fruitful. In these words it 
becomes clear that the process of ordination is not completed when 
the Sacrament of ordination comes to a close: rather, something has 
been inaugurated that continues to flow into the future.

This raises the question: How long does the ordination actually last? 
Is the ordination that one experiences when one becomes a priest 
enough, if it is to be a continuing reality? The ordination is woven into 
the Act of Consecration of Man, which we celebrate daily, refreshing 
the consecration that our humanity experiences there over and again. 
The same is true for priests. Their ordination is refreshed every time 
they celebrate the Act of Consecration of Man. And here too, the bless-
ing of the consecration is not bestowed by the divine world alone; it also 
flows from the congregation that celebrates together with the priest. 
The celebrant turns to the congregation, to speak the words that express 
what they perceive when they behold the congregation: ‘Christ in you’. 
The server responds, ‘And may he fill your spirit!’—thus expressing 
what flows from the side of the congregation, awakening the current of 
Christ’s substance that refreshes the ordination of the celebrant from 
the side of the congregation. Just as the first Acts of Consecration of 
Man to be celebrated at the founding of The Christian Community were 
ordinations to the priesthood, so every Act of Consecration of Man is 
also an ordination—a consecration to the priesthood by the congrega-
tion, as the words ‘and may he fill your spirit’ make real. 

If we become aware of how the hallowed substance breathes be-
tween us when we celebrate the rituals, we can ask: How can this 
consecrating breath of the sacrament also breathe in and through our 
everyday encounters? Do our words and our deeds contribute to the 
consecration of the human in our encounters with our fellow human 
beings not in the church but on the street? The Christ, whose words 
sound out at the altar is, after all, the same Christ who expresses him-
self in life. What applies to worship applies to our humanity as a whole 
and our relationship to Christ’s presence ‘at every time, in every place’.

Translated by Tom Ravetz
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As individuals, human beings will lose themselves in fear and in 
expectation of everything that is coming upon the whole earth. 

Luke 21:26

With the present catastrophes raging in the world, how is it possible to 
get into a Christmas mood? We usually associate the preparations for 
Christmas with the smell of cookies, candlelight and reverential carols. 
But the Advent tones of the lyre have barely ceased to sound before the 
words of the Mount of Olives Apocalypse announce great upheavals 
breaking in over humankind. Ought we not to be trying, in the service 
at least, to screen out the troubles of our times and sing devotional 
hymns by candlelight? That is what we do every year for our children.

But what does Advent mean for adults? Apocalypse! Christmas, the 
Feast of Birth, needs to be prepared. The birth pangs are a necessary 
part of that. What we are currently undergoing are the birth pangs 
of a new age, announcing the renewed coming of Christ. Every year, 
through a reverential Advent festival, we offer our children the experi-
ence that the joyful expectation is fulfilled. Will we, too, now be able to 
go forward towards the coming world events with that kind of confi-
dence and joy? If, within the troubles of the times, we learn to discover 
that which is of the future, it can be born within us. 

Translated by Jon Madsen

Apocalypse –  
Advent for adults
 Johannes Beurle
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A wise man once said that what distinguishes us as human beings is 
that we each have an endless story to tell. Learning to share our story 
is not always easy but wherever we find ourselves, be it in bounty or 
poverty, happiness or sorrow, our personal story remains profoundly 
precious. There’s always a meaning, a road ahead, a never-ending 
personal tale of destiny.

Our karma leads us into life and into relationships where we en-
counter a complex social world. We soon experience that other people 
also have unique biographies—stories to tell and to live out. They too 
are constantly challenged as they attempt to fulfil their life’s goals. 
There is, though, the possibility to recognise and experience a special 
energy that passes between two people in moments of meeting. An 
invisible force is present. Christ asks his mother at the marriage of 
Cana: What is it that moves between you and me? What wants to be 
born between us? In a sense this Christ question is our question as 
well. Christ, who is the Lord of destiny, of karma, is always potentially 
present when we meet others.

Can we sense the relevance of this question not only with regard to 
when we encounter another person, but also as a question between 
ourselves and Christ? What wants to be born out of our personal and 
super-personal relationship with Christ? What moves between us? 
Maybe we can feel that Christ is asking what consequence it has in 
my life that I am intimately in relationship with Him. 
How does the relationship touch me? Does it colour, 
for instance, the story of my destiny? Does Christ as 
a living being form part of my daily life? 

On their journey through life, with all its inner and 
outer challenges, many people feel bereft and seek, 

What is it that moves 
between you and me?

Peter van Breda

Peter van Breda 
is a priest of 

The Christian 
Community in 

London.
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consciously or unconsciously, the religious and spiritual life. A deep 
intuition tells them that they can find hope here for another kind of 
future. Deep within us, we bear a desire and need for religious re-
newal. In a church such as The Christian Community we may learn 
through the sacramental life to enter ever more intimately into the 
sphere where Christ can be experienced in us and between us. In our 
services, our striving and our prayers, we can begin to feel the living 
presence not only of Christ but of the Father and the Holy Spirit.

One hundred years ago, in a deeply holy event, forty-five men and 
women became aware of the descent of The Christian Community 
into the earthly world in the presence of Rudolf Steiner. A new fu-
ture began in that year: 1922! It soon became manifest in our seven 
sacraments and other services. In each sacrament we encounter the 
living, working presence of the spirit. The sacraments do not only 
transform our personal stories but also the story and destiny of all 
mankind, which so desperately needs to become clearer. The holy 
story of the founding of our movement for religious renewal needs 
to sound out into the world, to be told again and again. We need to 
create not only a coherent story of the last hundred years but also to 
become apocalyptical and to find the words which point to a future 
of hope and potential. 

Christ is the great storyteller. We can harken to his tale and go out 
and spread his word, the word of the spirit, for the good of mankind. 
Not only does our Mother Earth groan and sigh for our redemption; 
we too as humanity long for a rebirth. The many challenges of this 
new millennium threaten to obscure our connection to the aims and 
goals of the spirit. More than ever, religious renewal is calling out to 
us to be part of a new future. Those who have been graced to become 
part of our movement may feel a challenge, that we are among the first 
to put our shoulder to the plough, as we help towards the deepening 
of a new understanding which will lead to a new consciousness of 
Christ’s living presence in our world.

Perspectives18



I
The birth of the Christ child took place in an age of great expecta-
tions. The nation to whom God had been so particularly close was 
living under the rule of the Romans, with the culture of the Greeks 
and in the midst of other nations that knew nothing of the special 
future of this nation, of humankind, of the earth. The voice of the 
heavenly ruler, which for many centuries had spoken to the people of 
God—and thereby to humankind—was stilled. The God of the people 
of Israel was silent. For at least 300 years the time of the prophets 
had been over. Since then, it was only by tradition—mostly by word 
of mouth, less so in writing—that what the voice of God had spoken 
about the fulfilment of the divine plan of salvation was passed on. Or 
rather: what was passed on to the people was what the prophets in 
inspiration had received from the spiritual worlds about the further 
development of humankind.

The words from heaven that once had given so much strength 
threatened to fall silent. The images faded. Instead, the world was 
overtaken by externality and foreign domination. 

In earlier times this was called a ‘famine’. Or perhaps such times of 
alienation were always accompanied by famine? In either case, people 
were in want. The longing for heavenly nourishment, for redemption 
from suffering, grew ever greater.

The prophesy had actually always been there—be-
ginning with the words that came to Abraham from 
God: a great nation was to come forth from him, to 
be a blessing for the peoples of the earth (Gen 18.18). 

It was also clear that the way of salvation for 
humankind led to a special, earthly human being 
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who was to come from the tribe of Judah: ‘The sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until the leader 
comes, and the peoples shall follow him’ (Gen. 49:10).

During the time of the great wanderings in the desert, the seer Ba-
laam expressed it almost unwillingly: ‘I see him, but not now; I behold 
him, but not near. A star shall arise out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall 
rise out of Israel; it shall crush the foreheads of the Moabites and the 
heads of all the sons of Sheth’ (Num. 24,17).

Later on, more things become clear. He will not only come from the 
tribe of Judah; he will be a descendant of the great King David who 
himself was regarded as the Anointed One, the Messiah, and hence 
as an eternal Lord and King: ‘Behold, the days are coming, says the 
Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. He shall reign 
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land’ (Jer. 23:5).

All misfortunes will be turned away from the people, and all the 
godless peoples will be destroyed: ‘My servant David shall be their 
king and their only shepherd. They shall walk in my righteousness 
and keep my commands’ (Ezek. 37:24).

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit 
of insight and the fear of the Lord. And he shall delight in the fear 
of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, nor judge by 
what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor 
and deal justly with the wretched on the earth; he shall strike the 
violent of the earth with the staff of his mouth and with the breath 
of his lips he shall slay the godless.                   Isa. 11:2–4

Yes, all will be well when he comes: ‘But it will not remain dark for 
those who are in fear. In former times he brought contempt upon the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but hereafter he will make 
glorious the way by the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, the Galilee of 
the heathen. The nation that walks in darkness sees a great light, and 
a light shines bright upon those who live in the deep darkness. You 
awaken great rejoicing, you increase their joy’ (Isa. 9:1–3).

This expectation is quite concrete, and in the traditions there are 
many details of the dawning of a new, great age—such as that a virgin 

Perspectives20



will give birth: ‘Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: see, a 
virgin shall conceive; she will bear a son, and shall call him Immanuel 
(Isa. 7:14).

The place of his origin, too, is foretold: ‘And you, Bethlehem Ephra-
thah, who are little among the places of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me the one who is to be the ruler in Israel, whose origin is 
from the beginning and who has been from eternity’ (Mic. 5:2).

‘Yes, all will be well when He comes, the redeemer, the…wonderful 
counsellor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace: his government shall be 
great, and on the throne of David and in his kingdom there shall be 
never-ending peace, that he may strengthen and uphold it through 
justice and righteousness from now on and for ever more. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will do this (Isa. 9:7).

II
At what point do the people around Christ Jesus notice that a new 
age has dawned? Do they actually notice it at all? Or, why do they so 
often not notice it?

Perhaps it has to do with the expectations that the prophecies have 
given rise to?

Although we live in a quite different age, let us nevertheless try to 
imagine ourselves in the life situation of those people. We feel cut off 
from all that made life meaningful in earlier times. We are not able 
to re-enliven it in ourselves. We are living as strangers in our own 
country. Strangers and strange customs control our living space. We 
are oppressed, outwardly. We may also be suffering material want. 
But at one time there was hope, and with all our strength we try not 
to let it fade away entirely.

There will come One who will save us. He will take away all our 
troubles. He will punish those who have brought them upon us. He 
will make our life easy, will take it in hand for us, show us the right 
ways to go, lead us and guide us. He will solve all our problems. A 
leader…?

In view of what then happened, we must admit that the reality 
of the incarnation of the Son of God does not correspond to our 
expectations! We might perhaps have known that, for there are also 
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the prophecies according to which he is despised, persecuted, killed; 
according to which he falls in order to rise again.

‘He was the most despised and most worthless of all, full of pain and 
sickness. He was so despised that men hid their faces from him; that is 
why we did not respect him’ (Isa. 53:3).

Was he not going to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, to enter into 
his sanctuary?

‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion, and exult, O daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you—a righteous benefactor, poor and riding 
on a donkey, on the foal of a donkey’ (Zech. 9:9).

And was it not also a part of the prophetic message that he should 
be delivered over to torture and death?

‘He endured torture willingly and did not open his mouth, like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter; and like a sheep that is silent before 
its shearers he did not open his mouth’ (Isa. 53:7).

Many details of the traditions do actually indicate that the very pow-
erlessness of Jesus is the fulfilment of the prophecies—for example the 
apposite words in Psalms 22, 34 and 69.

But as contemporaries of Jesus, we have not so far been able to make 
much of this part of the prophecies. This weak, powerless person to be 
our saviour—how is that supposed to happen? Surely he is meant to 
defeat our enemies and reinstate the kingdom of God!

As a matter of fact, the people’s living conditions did not improve 
immediately after his death and Resurrection. And if one has built up 
hopeful, concrete expectations of effortless deliverance from misery it 
is particularly difficult to reach the insight that everything perhaps was 
meant quite differently!

III
When do we notice that a new age has begun? Do we actually notice 
it at all? To what extent are we, too, blind to that which has been sent 
to help us?

What a dreadful similarity of mood there is—everywhere aliena-
tion, powerlessness, material and soul-spiritual poverty. Disruption, 
divisions—even where all appears to be going well. Worse still, for 
there, when we engage our feelings more closely we become aware of 
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a yet deeper despair, particularly where we are among the supposedly 
privileged: we are in a position to know about the catastrophes every-
where, about the crises, the despair, the seemingly insoluble problems 
and conflicts throughout the world. Averting our gaze from all this 
signifies a lapse into sin…

Who or what can help us? What are our expectations?
How childishly we often react to the challenges of fate: obviously, 

others are to blame, possible solutions are self-evident to the simplis-
tic mind, but those in charge are unwilling to apply them. Are they 
blind or malevolent? Are they remotely controlled by the adversary 
powers? We would certainly know how to handle it but we are not 
permitted…

Or: We never had a chance. Everything that would have empowered 
us has been taken from us…

Or: The power of evil is simply too great, so the only way is to 
inwardly withdraw into inner emigration—perhaps together with a 
number of chosen ones who also would know better; form a conspir-
acy of the enlightened…

We know all too well that these inner and outer strategies do little 
to further the progress of the world; that they make us emotionally 
driven and merciless towards those whom we suppose to be the root 
of the evil. In an age in which Christ wills to work in us, black-and-
white ideologies no longer lead to the goal.

Perhaps we have to concede that we are part of the problem—just 
as we can also become part of the solution, the redemption? So what 
is our expectation of salvation?

IV
Do we notice that a new age dawned, long ago? What are we expect-
ing from the birth of Christ in us? What form will our Christmas take 
in view of our expectations?

Up until now we have perhaps always imagined that at some point 
He will redeem us; that He will speak to us, enlighten us, move us—
and that then all will be well. By itself, as it were. Without effort or 
exertion, without opposition or any hindrance. He will take us by the 
hand and lead us, spare us all difficulties. 
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As long as we live with the expectation that something will come from 
outside to save us, we are not really looking at that which already is, 
that which already is in becoming, that which can take hold of us in 
our hearts. Love is not wrong-headed—it is empathic, even when 
something does not match our expectations. Do we not often seek 
salvation in the wrong places?

Can we learn to look in a really positive way at that which is in 
becoming? To look without prejudice at our time, with all its chal-
lenges? That is the ‘task’ of our time, which alone enables each one of 
us, wherever we are, lovingly to make our contribution.

In the Apocalypse, the rider on the white horse, the King of all 
kings, and Ruler of all rulers (Rev. 19:16), brings salvation; he bears 
a name which only he himself knows. Christ does not come as an 
outer authority to his brothers and sisters but rather as the one who 
speaks the ‘I’ in us. And Michael, the spirit of our time, also gives us 
only a ‘hint’: to follow the Christ as He is now. The overcoming of 
death through powerlessness: this is what is being revealed through 
Him. The new age dawned long ago. In that age, fully aware of our 
responsibility for the humanity of Man, we may co-operate effectively 
on redemption through the ‘I’. No one will come but He who speaks 
the ‘I’ in me.
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The famous physicist Max Planck was once asked if he believed in a 
God. He is said to have replied that it was not a matter of belief; anyone 
who looks carefully and with precision at the phenomena of nature and 
then consistently follows his thoughts about them through to the end 
is bound to accept that in all this barely comprehensible diversity an 
all-sustaining and moving being must be at work. A cursory or super-
ficial glance does not disclose it but to a lovingly attentive gaze each 
separate phenomenon reveals how much wisdom lies within it: be it a 
crystal, a sunflower, a housefly—whatever it may be. And the kind of 
thinking that is not content with quickfire theories but which thinks 
further, taking thoughts to their conclusion—such thinking recognizes 
how magnificently all the phenomena of nature and their life processes 
harmonise with one another and work together. Behind that there must 
be an all-embracing, all-sustaining Ground of Existence.

Various cultures know of such a Ground of Existence and name 
him in different ways. That, however, is not so important; it is always 
the same being who reveals himself in the multiplicity of the world’s 
phenomena. The Koran, for instance, says, ‘Allah has a hundred names’. 
This means that every individual thing in the world is a name of the 
Ground of Existence.

It is obvious then, that the wealth and multiplicity of revelations 
have to be ordered within space. After all, they 
must not merge with one another, cover each other 
up or become blurred and indistinct. In addition to 
Revelation there has to be the Ordering of Space. 
And as a necessary third factor, there has to be a 

Revelation, ordering of
 space, course of time

Are they being accomplished now?

Engelbert Fischer
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reliable Course of Time, in order that the life-processes can take place: 
in growth, in flowering, in ripening and fading. And that, of course, is 
also how things are in our earthly world.

Initially, it is a surprising and unfamiliar thought that Revelation, 
the Ordering of Space and the Course of Time are not only already 
established facts—in the form outlined at the beginning of the Bible as 
the ‘creation of the world’—but that they are living accomplishments. 
A resolve of will that is not merely begun but is carried through to its 
aim is one that has been accomplished. But we don’t hear—in the Act 
of Consecration—about a divine being that carried out its will in a far 
distant past. Rather, we hear of One who accomplishes it now—also 
today, at the present time. This work goes on constantly.

A geographical picture may help to clarify this: as is well known, the 
River Jordan in Palestine flows into the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea lies in 
a rocky canyon, many metres below sea level. Hence the water cannot 
flow away, it can only evaporate. Now, there is an amazing equivalence 
between the amount of water that flows into the Dead Sea from the Jor-
dan every day and the quantity that evaporates every day. So the Dead 
Sea grows neither larger nor smaller. Its shoreline is stable, as stable 
and dependable as a mineral or some other physical object. One might 
say: well, the Dead Sea is just there. Yes—but only because the Jordan 
constantly adds its water. If the inflow were to cease, the Dead Sea 
would soon no longer be a sea. In fact, in recent times attempts have 
actually been made to divert water from the Jordan for the purposes of 
irrigation; this disturbed the balance between inflow and evaporation 
with severe ecological consequences. In a similar way, the continuity 
and reliability of our whole earthly world would be endangered—into 
its very detail—were it not for a constant influx from out of the reve-
latory will of the Ground of the World, bringing order into space and 
into the course of time.

That is why Indian wisdom calls the world of the senses—which for 
many people actually represents all that there is—a maya, an illusion, 
which only gains its reality through these supersensible living deeds. If 
we dwell upon this thought for a while, and look at the ordinary world 

Opposite page: Briar Cup, David Jones
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around us and at ourselves while trying to grasp that here the Ground 
of the World is active everywhere, we may almost feel oppressed by it 
and grateful that we do not constantly have to see this invisible fullness 
of activity.

But recognizing an active Ground of the World by no means re-
quires that such a One be called Father, nor does it justify addressing 
this Being as You, Father. In none of the great religions of the world is 
‘turning to the Godhead’ regarded as ‘turning to the Father’—only in 
Christianity. 

How then can Christians—going beyond turning with reverence to 
the Ground of the World—gain a relationship to him/it like that which 
a son or a daughter can have with a good father? That has become 
possible because a divine being, namely Christ, has come to us human 
beings. His bearing is like that of a son towards his father. Thereby he 
has opened the way for us, too: ‘No one comes to the Father, except 
by me’, he says.

As creatures of nature, we human beings are of course also a rev-
elation of the Ground of the World—indeed the highest thinkable in 
space and time: ‘an image in His likeness’, as the Bible says. But it is up 
to us ourselves whether this gift of nature is developed further or not, 
because our ‘I’ substance gives us our freedom and self-responsibili-
ty—and out of that a higher quality of love. That is why we may in soul 
draw near to Christ, bringing him to life within us, and uniting with 
him, he who became Man. Through him and with him we can follow 
the path that leads us to the Ground of the World as ‘our Father’. And 
that, in turn, opens up the possibility for us to overcome, before him, 
the separation and alienation brought about through sin. A new dimen-
sion of his revelation in space and time can become a reality—through 
our active cooperation.

It is good to free ourselves from the image of the benevolent old 
man on the heavenly throne and to consider instead the relationship 
between God and mankind. It then also is clear why we do not say ‘Our 
Mother’: a motherly relationship to a child simply is different from a 
fatherly one.

In the course of the Act of Consecration of Man the closeness to 
this Father grows; and (immediately before the Our Father, the Lord’s 
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Sign up to our mailing list for special offers and a FREE BOOK with every order.
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New From Floris Books

Human, Earthly and Cosmic Rhythms
Through his work as a physician, Karl König 
explored the relationship between the rhythm 
of the seasons, the Christian festivals, thinking 
in particular about their effect on human beings 
and communities. 

This fascinating collection of König’s essays, 
lectures and notes looks at the cycle of the year 
and the different aspects of all the Christian 
festivals, from Easter to the Twelve Holy Days of 
Christmas. König discusses the idea that a strong, 
healthy community life relies on the celebration 
of festivals.
The Seasons and their Festivals | 192 pages | paperback 
978-178250-790-1 | RRP: £14.99 | OFFER: £11.99

Illuminating the Letters of John
The three New Testament letters of John are 
concerned with the development and well-being 
of the early Christian congregations, urging the 
churches to continue to seek God. Although 
written in the first century, the letters remain a 
source of wisdom and inspiration for people today. 

Here, Roger Druitt offers a new translation of the 
letters alongside a thought-provoking commentary, 
which includes both the historical and cultural 
background to the letters and insightful studies on 
key aspects such as righteousness, love and truth.

Throughout, the author illuminates the truly 
modern character of the letters, showing how they 
speak to a universal vision of humanity.
The Letters of John: Journeying Deeper into the Johannine Epistles
96 pages | paperback | 978-178250-820-5 | RRP: £12.99 | OFFER: £10.39
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Prayer) it is brought to our consciousness that it is he who, actively, 
accomplishes the revelation, the ordering of space, the course of time. 
Here the words of the Lord’s Prayer take on yet another nuance when 
we pray: we ask for his name to be hallowed—as the sum of the many 
names that reveal themselves in such diverse ways; that his sphere of 
working—his ‘kingdom’—may include us, too, and come to us; that his 
creative will may work—not only in the heavens but also on the earth.

Through Christ mankind can overcome the separation from the Father.
Through Christ the Godhead can fulfil his creative will with us, too. 

Translated from: Mitteilungen, Johanni 2022 by Jon Madsen

Advent Song 

The Word that spoke to Mary,
Alone within her room,
Poured light into her love, to fill
The chalice of her womb.

Within her sheltering wonder,
It grew within her keeping,
As lucent grain in earth’s dark night:
Our bread, our wine, still sleeping.

Michael Ronall
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At Floris Books we constantly strive to publish books you want to read. 

So we’d like to take this opportunity to ask for your advice: 

• What fascinating books would you love to see translated into English? 
• What works or essays should we rediscover?
• Have you written a manuscript that we should read? 

We're also interested in hearing about books and authors writing on:

• religion and spirituality
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• biodynamics

Please get in touch by email (details below) to share your recommendations with us. We look forward 
to hearing from you.
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Celebrating 100 years of Perspectives
This landmark compendium gathers a wide-ranging 
selection of important articles spanning one hundred 
years of The Christian Community journal from 1922 
to 2022. 

The articles include contemplations on the Bible 
and festivals of the years, essays on the lives and 
work of artists and writers, and explorations of ideas 
about science, the natural world and the earth as a 
living entity.  

This fascinating collection shows the changing 
concerns of a growing community, from its early 
pioneering days through the turbulent early decades 
and the outbreak of the Second World War, to its 
position in our modern, globalised society.

The book includes a foreword by Tom Ravetz, Lenker 
of The Christian Community in Great Britain and 
Ireland and the current editor of Perspectives.
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256 pages | paperback | 978-178250-788-8   
RRP: £14.99 | OFFER: £11.99

Visit florisbooks.co.uk for 20% off this book & free UK postage.  Enter offer code PR1122 at the checkout.
Sign up to our mailing list for special offers and a FREE BOOK with every order. Offer code valid until 31/01/2023.



Perspectives32

Temple Lodge Club
a quiet oasis in the middle of London

Temple Lodge is a Georgian listed build-
ing in the centre of Hammersmith and 
was once home to artist Sir Frank Brang-
wyn.  The house is now a guest house 
welcoming visitors to London from the 
four corners of the globe.  The large stu-
dio he built for his work has been refash-
ioned into a space for worship by The 
Christian Community in London.  The 
mezzanine floor has been kept for its his-
torical associations and has been home 
to The Gate vegetarian restaurant for the 
last 30 years.

Many visitors have described the peace 
and tranquillity they experience upon 
entering the house as an oasis amidst 
the turmoil they leave outside.  An ex-
perience of the garden can be gained 
from most windows, and this will be en-
hanced as a redesigning and replanting 
of the garden takes place. 

The work in the garden follows work to 
build three new double-bedded gar-
den suites, each with its own en-suite 
facilities. Guests now have access to and 
through the garden on their way to the 
dining room.  A hearty and substantial 
vegetarian/vegan breakfast provides just 
what is needed for the new day ahead.

Upon becoming members of the Temple  
Lodge Club (£2.00 annual membership) visitors 
seeking accommodation may share in all 
the facilities the house has to offer. There 
is the Reading Corner with newspapers 
and the Library for reading, relaxing or 
quiet conversation, the well-used Con-
ference Room with seating for twelve 
around the table and the unique Lantern 
Room taking its name from the large oc-
tagonal skylight which provides an excep-
tional, comfortable and adaptable space 
for many and varied meetings.  

All prices include breakfast:
from £59 per night single room, 
from £93 per night twin room, 
from £108 per night double room

To make a booking: 
Tel. 0044 (0) 20 8748 83388

email: booking@templelodgeclub.com
Or please refer to our website: 

www.templelodgeclub.com 
for full and up to date prices and offers.       

For any further information or to 
make a booking, contact:

Temple Lodge Club 
51 Queen Caroline Street 

Hammersmith 
London  W6 9QL
Tel: 020 8748 8388

e-mail: 
info@templelodgeclub.com

www.templelodgeclub.com

at 

The Christian Community
23 Chapel Street
Buckfastleigh 
South Devon
TQ11 0AQ

There are four small guest rooms, three single 
and one double room. Three of the guest rooms 
have a wash basin; toilets and shower are sepa-
rate. There is a kitchen for self-catering needs. 
Local shops and pubs/restaurants are within a 
couple of minutes walking distance.
Please note that there are steps and stairs in-
side and outside the building. We ask for your 
consideration regarding the other guests and 
our events taking place in the house.
Suggested contribution  
£25 per person per night, one night £30.
Weekly rates available for retreats.
For further information and bookings:

Rev Sabine Haus
01364 64 42 72

Email: sabine.christian2003@gmail.com
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